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THE SENATE 85
TWENTY -FIRST LEGISLATURE, S . C . R . N O « SD.1

2002
STATE OF HAWAII

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

REQUESTI NG THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO | NVESTI GATE
EXI STI NG CONFLI CTS BETWEEN ORGANI ZED WATER SPORTS EVENTS AND

| NDI VI DUAL RECREATI ONAL USERS AND DEVELOP RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR
EQUI TABLE ACCESS TO AND USE OF THE WATERS AND BEACHES OF THE
STATE.

WHEREAS, Hawaii's waters have becone internationally fanous for providing
i deal conditions for various sports such as surfing, sailing, w ndsurfing,
outrigger canoei ng, kayaking, and sw nmm ng; and

WHEREAS, with its enactnent of sections 5-13.5 and 5-14, Hawaii Revi sed
Statutes, the Legislature bestowed recognition upon surfing and outri gger
canoe paddling (racing) as the State of Hawaii's official individual and
team sports, respectively; and

VWHEREAS, these factors have resulted in a significant increase in the
nunber and frequency of organized water sports events schedul ed over the
| ast several years; and

WHEREAS, as an exanple, the nunber of events held in waters surrounding
the island of Cahu during cal endar year 2000 total ed 348, covering 736
event days; and

WHEREAS, permts for the use of coastal waters by organi zed water sports
nmust be obtained by the Departnment of Land and Natural Resources' Division
of Boating and Ocean Recreation; and

WHEREAS, nost of these events require the appropriate conbination of w nd,
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surf, and sea conditions before a successful conpetition can begin; and

WHEREAS, certain permts, such as surfing contests, are scheduled to be
held within a two-week period while waiting for suitable contest
conditions to occur; and

VWHEREAS, the majority of these events also require use of adjacent
shorel ine or beach areas for staging and support of event activities; and

VWHEREAS, nost events are also held in waters fronting beach parks under
the jurisdiction of the various counties that also require permts for use
of the park areas; and

VWHEREAS, sequential scheduling of the nost popular sites for certain
events may result in excluding these areas fromuse by the general public;
now, therefore,

BE | T RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-first Legislature of the State
of Hawaii, Regul ar Session of 2002, the House of Representatives
concurring, that the Board of Land and Natural Resources is hereby
requested to work with the various counties, event sponsors, and | ocal
communities to devel op appropriate guidelines or rules as necessary
regarding limting the nunber of events scheduled for specific |ocations,
or by other neans to ensure that equitable opportunities are nade for the
use of these areas by the general public at appropriate tinmes; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Board of Land and Natural Resources
conduct public hearings on this issue so that all interested parties may
have an opportunity to voice their opinions; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat certified copies of this Concurrent Resol ution
be transmtted to the Governor, the Chairperson of the Board of Land and

Nat ural Resources, and the mayors of the Gty and County of Honolulu, the
County of Kauai, the County of Maui, and the County of Hawaii .
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BLNR, Water Sports Conflicts

file://c:\windows\TEM P\triK AIFB.htm 5/2/02



